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is said to have been disinherited for espousing the Cavalier cause. Her grandfather, Jonathan Birch, was Vicar of Bakewell, in Derbyshire; two of her paternal uncles were clergymen; her father was a surgeon; her mother was a daughter of Edward Frye, Governor of Montserrat; so that all her antecedents were at least "genteel" Her birthp'ace was Repton, near Derby, where her father died, overwhelmed by pecuniary disaster, before she was three years old. She was now in her twenty-first year, and an attachment soon sprang up between her and Macready, who was ten years her senior. We find them taking a joint benefit on April 7, 1786, Macready playing Bob Acres, and Miss Birch Julia, in The Rivals. At the close of the season they were married, the ceremony taking place at the Collegiate Church, Manchester, on Sunday, June 18, 1786.
Macklin was as good as his word in procuring Macready a London engagement On September 18, 1786, just three months after his marriage, he made his first appearance at Covent Garden, as Flutter in The Belle's Stratagem. For ten consecutive seasons he remained a useful, but not a brilliant member of Harris's company. A list of his chief Shakespearian parts will show the estimation in which he was held. They were Gratiano (to Macklin's Shylock), Paris (to Holman's Romeo), Fenton, Borachio, Malcolm, Cassio, Le Beau (or, as it was then spelt and pronounced, " Le Beu"), Edmund, Antonio (Merchant of Venice), Poins, Page, and others of even less importance. He made no advance in status or authority. Edmund, indeed, is a good part; but as we find him cast for Guildenstern in the same season, we can only conclude that he was regarded as an actor-of-all-work. Among his non-Shakespearian parts were Young Marlow, Figaro, Fag in The